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Jewish  Genea logy  Thr iv ing  With
Oppor tun i t i e s

Alive and well ,  opportunit ies  to do Jewish genealogy are
diverse and growing.   From t ime to t ime,  cr i t ics   s tate  that
membership in local  Jewish genealogy societ ies has dwindled and
that  this  somehow ref lects  a  lack of  interest .   I t  jus t  isn ' t  so .   Some
people may prefer  to  research alone,  ut i l iz ing online databases and
the Internet  f rom home,  while  others  need the camaraderie  of  a
beginners  workshop,  annual  conference,  t r ip  to  Sal t  Lake Ci ty,  or
local  meet ing to jumpstar t  knowledge and motivate  a  lapsed search.
Coloradans are  no different .   I f  you ' re  a  pajamma surfer  or  l ive
outside of  Denver,  le t  us  know what  resources or  mentoring you
require  via .  phone,  emai l ,  or  on the  JGSCO web s i te .   I f  you ' re  a
lapsed genealogist ,  grab one of  us  in person at  a  meeting and tel l  us
what  you need to  break down those  research br ick  wal ls  and res tar t .

I f  you happen to  l ive in  northern Colorado and can ' t  make i t  to
Denver meetings,  great  news is  on the horizon.   Naomi Johnson is
organizing a new Jewish Genealogy Society in the Fort  Coll ins and
Gree ley  a rea .   I f  you ' re  in te res ted ,  contac t  her  a t  (970)  351-1446 or
naomi. johnson@unco.edu.

The  Jewish Genealogy Conference held in New York City this
summer was  a  huge success  wi th  about  1400 a t tendees .   Come to  our
kickoff  JGSCO meet ing September  19th to  hear   a l l  about   the  juicy
shortcuts ,  cut t ing edge technology,  SIG act ivi t ies ,  and new
resources .   We 've  purchased  a  copy of  the  recorded sess ions  f rom
the conference and i t  wil l  be avai lable to our members.   I f  you missed
a par t icular  speaker  or  topic  of  in teres t ,  you ' l l  be  able  to  l i s ten to  a
recording on your own t ime.

The next  annual  IAJGS conference wil l  be held July 15-20,
2007 in Sal t  Lake City,  and in 2008,  the conference wil l  again return
to Chicago,  I l l inois  for  the f i rs t  t ime s ince 1984!     -Edi tor
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From The  Pres ident
The board of  the Jewish Genealogical  Society of  Colorado

has met several  t imes this  summer to make program plans for  the
coming season.   In  response  to  some of  your  requests ,  we are
concentrat ing this  season on how-to sessions combined with high
interest  topics .

As sometimes happens,  monthly calendars seem especial ly
ful l  and that  is  t rue  of  September.   On Sunday,  September  10th,
there will  be an all  day symposium enti t led,  “Hidden Jewish
Heritage:   Exploring a Path to Return.”  Obviously,  this  is  intended
for  Hispanics who have discovered or  suspect  they might  have
Jewish roots ,  but  would a lso be of  special  in teres t  to  those who
have Sephardic ancestors ,  some of  whom might  have fol lowed the
same historic  path.

On September 11th,  a t  their  regular  meet ing,  the Computer
Interest  Group of  the Colorado Genealogical  Society,  is  host ing
Beau Sharbrough.   This  s tar ts  a t  7  p .m. ,  and the  subject  i s
Ancestry  Today.   The evening event  wi l l  be  f ree ,  and Mr.
Sharbrough will  appear at  an al l  day seminar on the following day
which promises to be very informative.   The cost  for  this  is  $15 for
a  Computer  In teres t  Group member  and $20 for  non-members .
Addit ional  information on both these events can be found in this
newslet ter.

Because of  these ear ly events ,  we have moved our  f i rs t
meet ing up a  week to  September 19th when a  report  wil l  be given
on the 26 th Annual  IAJGS Conference held in August  in  New York
City.    Making the presentation will  be Ellen Shindelman Kowitt ,
Sandra  Greenberg,  and Anne Fendrich.   The schedule  offered a t
the conference was qui te  varied and included hands on lab
experience,  f ield tr ips to cemeteries and historic si tes ,  information
on special  col lect ions and websi tes ,  and even newly discovered
klezmer music.   Although I  hardly left  the hotel ,  I  was able to get  in
a Broadway musical .    Next  year ’s  conference wil l  be more
convenient  to Denver as i t  wil l  be held in Salt  Lake City.

At our October meeting,  Bernie Spilka wil l  tel l  us how and
what DNA testing can tel l  us about family history,  and in
November,  Toni Bienstock will  talk about interviewing techniques.

I  hope that  your  summer has been enjoyable in  spi te  of  our
rather  unusual  weather  pat terns .   I  look forward to  seeing you at
upcoming meetings.

Sincerely,
Anne Fendr ich,  Pres ident ,  JGS of  Colorado
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Genea logy  TV Shows  Enterta in  and  Aid  Researchers
Eastman's  Online Genealogy Newslet ter  recent ly reported that  Megan Smolynak

Smolynak wil l  launch a new cable channel  in September cal led Roots TV.  A l ink to
www.rootstelevision.com/ prooved to be a  spaceholder  (hopeful ly only temporary)  without
any information about  the content  of  the programming or  a  schedule.   I  was intr igued to
research what other types of television programming might be a useful  methodology tool  for
genealogists.

Back when I  l ived in Washington,  D.C. ,  Arl ine Sachs and Sal lyann Amdur Sack s tar ted
a local  cable access program in norther Virginia t i t led "Tracing Your Family Roots."   I
appeared twice,  lecturing the f i rs t  t ime about  planning a t r ip to Ukraine and then about
creating family websites as genealogical  tools.   Sti l l  taping almost  ten years later,  the majori ty
of  guests  speak about  topics  in  Jewish genealogy,  but  a  number of  episodes are  generic .   A l is t
of  episodes is  avai lable online at  ht tp: / / t racingroots .nova.org/ .

I  fol lowed up on the comments  of  a  few Eastman bul let in  board posters  and learned that
genealogical  television programs are more common than you might think at  f irst  glance.

Firs t ,  I  v is i ted the  Canadian His tory Televis ion websi te  where  an Ancestors  in  the
Att ic  program is  explained.   See www.his torytelevis ion.ca/microsi tes /AncestorsSearch/ .
Viewers are encouraged to,  "Help History Television create an excit ing new series that  wil l
help you unravel  a personal  family mystery" by submitt ing 500 word statements about your
mysteries ,  legends,  br ick walls ,  and stories ."

Next ,  I  checked out  His tory  Detect ives  on the  PBS Kids  web s i te  a t  h t tp : / /pbskids .org/
his torydetect ives/about .html.   This  program is  a imed at  8-12 year  olds  and introduces three
new mysteries  in eachof ten episodes each season that ,  "Viewers of  al l  ages may f ind
themselves completely caught  up in the search for  clues that  can solve the mystery -  and
perhaps reveal  amazing facts  about  our  nat ion’s  past ."

On HGTV, I f  Wal ls  Could  Talk  "Explores  the  many homes across  the  country  that  have
intriguing pasts ,  and profi les passionate homeowners who make surprising historical
discoveries while researching and restoring their  homes."

A Google search uncovered aNew Orleans cable  TV show “Knowing Your Family
History” hosted by Antoinette Harrell-Miller,  founder of the nonprofi t  African American
Genealogy Connection.

On the other  s ide of  the pond,  "The return of  the hugely successful  genealogy TV series
Who Do You Think You Are  in  which Bri ta in’s  best  loved celebri t ies  t race their  family t rees"
s tar t s  on  BBC 1  September  6 ,  2006.   h t tp : / /www.scot roots .com/who-do-you- th ink-you-
are.htm.  A free online TV show about  Ir ish genealogy is  avai lable at  www.bananatv.com/
default .asp?program=genealogy.

And finally,  Cyndi 's  List  detai ls  special  shows about genealogy that  have aired in the
past  <http:/ /www.cyndisl ist .com/media.htm#TV> including an Oprah genealogy episode
ti t led "Our Big American Family with Billy Crystal  and Dr.  Maya Angelou."  -Editor
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NY Area  Genealog ica l  Resources

Online New York Death Indexes & Records:  www.deathindexes.com/newyork/

Online Searchable  New York Natural izat ion Records & Indexes:
ht tp: / /home.at t .net /~wee-monster/newyork.html

New York Natural izat ion & Vital  Records Databases:  www.i tal iangen.org/databasel is t .s tm

New York Genealogy and His tory  Resources  -  NY GenWeb Si te :
www.rootsweb.com/~nygenweb/

Cyndi’s List  -  New York:  www.cyndisl ist .com/ny.htm

New York Passenger  Lis ts  Quick Guide 1820-1957:  www.genesearch.com/newyork/

New York Newspapers  (current) :  www.usnpl .com/nynews.html

New York Newspapers  (his tor ical )  -  scrol l  to  the  NY sect ion:
www.researchguides.net /newspapers .htm

Contact  information for  New York City l ibraries with newspaper collect ions:
www.jgsny2006.org/research.cfm

Brooklyn Eagle ,  1841-1902 (ful l  text  of  the newspaper) :
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/eagle/index.htm

Links to  death not ices  and obi tuaries  in  Brooklyn,  Queens,  Manhat tan,  and Long Is land
newspapers  (older  Long Is land newspapers  a lso  covered Brooklyn and Queens) :
www.bklyn-genealogy-info.com/Newspaper/ index.html

Contact  information for obtaining death dates from wills  and let ters of administrat ion from the
Surrogate’s  (Probate)  Court  in  each county in  New York Ci ty:
www.jgsny2006.org/research.cfm

Links to Brooklyn (and Long Island) births:  www.bklyn-genealogy-info.com/Birth/index.html

Births from Queens County Sentinel:
www.nyvagenealogy.homestead.com/QUEENSBIRTH.html

Links to Brooklyn,  Long Island,  Manhattan,  etc .  marriages:
www.bklyn-genealogy-info.com/Marriage/index.html

New York Marr iage Records:  marr iagedatabase.com/newyork/marr iage-records .htm

Links to  Brooklyn,  Long Is land,  Manhat tan,  e tc .  deaths:
www.bklyn-genealogy-info.com/Death/index.html       con t i nued  on  page  6
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Free  Onl ine  Trans lat ion  Tools

There are many free language translat ion si tes  avai lable which can be searched for  on Google.
Using one wil l  t ranslate  your word,  document,  or  web page but  wil l  of ten have a hard t ime
with correct  verbiage.  Good for   a  rough translat ion,  the fol lowing are examples:

Alta Vista 's  Babelf ish translator  <http: / /babelf ish.al tavista.com/translate.dyn>  for  Chinese,
Dutch,  French,  German,  Greek,  I ta l ian ,  Japanese ,  Korean,  Por tugese ,  Spanish,  and Russian.

AppliedLanguage.com for  ARABIC, Chinese,  Dutch,  French,  German,  I ta l ian,  Japanese,
Korean,  Protugese ,  Russian,  and Spanish.

Slovnyk.org <http: / /pere.s lovnyk.org.ua/cgi-bin/pere.cgi?l=uk_UA> -  for  Russian and
Ukrainian.

Millenium Computers <http:/ /www.etranslator.ro/english-demo.html> -  for Romanian.

Wordlingo.com has online Hebrew dict ionaries.

Link to a l is t  of  Israel i  newspapers:  www.onlinenewspapers.com/israel .htm

Tidb i t s  about  Ut i l i z ing  Mormon  L ibrary  Resources

1.)  If  you are unable to view Family History Library microfi lm records in person,  you can pay
a nominal  fee and mail  away for  a  photocopy of  your  records.

•The Request  for  Photocopies  Order  Form for  Census  Records ,  Books ,  Microf i lm,  or
Microfiche can be downloaded from www.familysearch.org/ ,  picked up at  a  local
Family History Center,  or  requested by mail .   You are instructed to l imit  each request  to
eight  i tems or  three  book i tems and submit  requests  a t  leas t  two weeks apar t .   Requests
are  processed in  the  order  they are  received.   You may request  copies  f rom the index of
a  record.   After  you receive the index,  you may send a  second form request ing the
specif ic  pages you need.
•Copies  provided through this  service  cost  $2 each w/  a  $4 minimium charge per  order.
•Research services  are  not  provided,  so this  opt ion only works i f  you know the locat ion
of your specif ic document.
•For  more info,  emai l  help@productsupport . familysearch.org or  cal l  801-240-3511.

2 . )  I f  you 've  been unable  to  obta in  a  copy of  a  NYC marr iage  record ,  some have been added
to the controverisal  IGI or   Internat ional  Genealogical  Index.    I f  you don' t  know the names of
a br ide or  groom's  parent ,  they are of ten l is ted in the onl ine index.

•Go the  search  page  for  the  ( IGI) .
•Fi l l  in  your  ancestor 's  las t  name,  event  as  "Marriage,"  and s tate  as  "New York."

The result  page will  l is t  many or no search returns in index format.   If  you find your name,
cl ick on the l ink and i t  wil l  br ing you to an IGI Individual  Record where the person's  spouse
and parent  names wil l  be l is ted.
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DPL Comple tes  St .  A lbans  Co l l ec t ion
Contr ibuted by Terry Lasky

The Denver Public Library has completed the microfi lm collection of  St .  Albans
records .   The St .  Albans  Col lect ion documents  a lmost  every border  cross ing between Canada
and the  Uni ted  Sta tes  between 1892-1952.   The index consis ts  of  cards  ar ranged by soundex
code .   There  i s  a  separa te  se t  for  1892-1924 and  1924-1952.   The  index  cards  g ive  the
person’s  name,  who they travel led with,  who/where they vis i ted,  their  home address ,  when
they immigrated to  Canada,  which boat  and port ,  and other  useful  information.   These records
include al l  border  crossings no mat ter  what  the  reason.   I  have one that  is  to  come to  the
United States  permanently and another  was just  to  vis i t  a  re lat ive.   There ia  another  set  of
microf i lm tapes  which contain the boat  records.   They are  arranged by boat  arr ival  date .

Colorado  Sta te  Arch ives  Adds  Pre -1906  B ir th  and  Death  Records
Contr ibuted by Terry Lasky

The Colorado Sta te  Archives  has  added onl ine  da tabases  for  pre-1906 bi r ths  and
deaths  in  the  Denver  area .   Previous  to  1906,  deaths  were  not  requi red  to  be  recorded in
Colorado.   This  index documents  deaths  f rom 1870-1905.   However,  i t  only includes  those
deaths  that  occurred in  a  hospi ta l  or  in  which a  doctor  was involved.  I f  a  person died at  home,
i t  i s  not  recorded.  There  are  35,000 names on the  death  index.   The same is  t rue  for  b i r ths .
They are  only recorded i f  born in  a  hospi ta l  or  i f  a  doctor  recorded them through a  hospi ta l .   I t
is  not  known how many bir th records are  in  the index.   Both indices can be found on the
Archives websi te  a t   ht tp: / /www.colorado.gov/dpa/doi t /archives/ .

N Y A re a  G e n e a l o g i c a l  R e s o u rc e s  -  c o n t i n u e d  f ro m  p a g e  4
O n l i n e  N e w  Yo r k  D e a t h  R e c o r d s ,  I n d e x e s ,  &  O b i t u a r i e s :
w w w. d e a t h i n d e x e s . c o m / n e w y o r k / i n d e x . h t m l

L i s t  o f  v i t a l  r e c o r d s  a t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  A r c h i v e s :
w w w. n y c . g o v / h t m l / r e c o r d s / h t m l / v i t a l r e c o r d s / h o l d i n g s . s h t m l
b i r t h s :  w w w. n y c . g o v / h t m l / r e c o r d s / h t m l / v i t a l r e c o r d s / b i r t h . s h t m l
m a r r i a g e s :  w w w. n y c . g o v / h t m l / r e c o r d s / h t m l / v i t a l r e c o r d s / m a r r i a g e . s h t m l
d e a t h s :  w w w. n y c . g o v / h t m l / r e c o r d s / h t m l / v i t a l r e c o r d s / d e a t h . s h t m l

L i n k s  t o  N e w  Yo r k  v i t a l  r e c o r d s :
w w w. w o r l d v i t a l r e c o r d s . c o m / n e w - y o r k - v i t a l - r e c o r d s . h t m

N e w  Yo r k  P i c t u r e s :  w w w. n y t s t o r e . c o m / P r o d C o d e . a s p x ? p r o d c o d e = 7 9 1

S t e v e  M o r s e  h a s  a d d e d  a  O n e - S t e p  f o r m  f o r  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  o n l i n e  d a t a b a s e s  f o r  M o u n t  H e b r o n
a n d  M o u n t  C a r m e l  C e m e t e r i e s  i n  Q u e e n s ,  N e w  Yo r k .  A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h i s  f o r m  a l l o w s
m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  h i t s  b a c k .    I t  a l s o  a l l o w s  m o r e  c h o i c e s  i n  s p e c i f y i n g  n a m e s  a n d  i t  u n i f i e s  t h e  t w o
c e m e t e r i e s  w i t h i n  a  s i n g l e  s e a r c h .   G o  t o  h t t p : / / s t e v e m o r s e . o r g  u n d e r  “ B i r t h s  D e a t h s ,  a n d
O t h e r  Vi t a l  R e c o r d s . ”   M o u n t  C a r m e l ’s   f i r s t  i n t e r m e n t  w a s  i n  1 9 0 0 .   M o u n t  H e b r o n ’s  d a t e
b a c k  t o  1 9 0 4 .   S e a r c h e s  c a n  b e  d o n e  b y  f i r s t  n a m e  o n l y,  l a s t  n a m e  o n l y,  d a t e  o f
d e a t h  o n l y,  o r  s o c i e t y  o n l y.

M o u n t  H e b r o n  C e m e t e r y  i n  F l u s h i n g ,  Q u e e n s ,  o n l i n e  a t  w w w. m o u n t h e b r o n c e m e t e r y. c o m .
M o u n t  C a r m e l  C e m e t e r y  i n  G l e n d a l e ,  Q u e e n s ,  i s  a t  w w w. m o u n t c a r m e l c e m e t e r y. c o m .
M o u n t  M o r i a h  C e m e t e r y  i n  N e w  J e r s e y  r e c e n t l y  p u t  u p  a  g r a v e  l o c a t o r  ( s e a r c h a b l e  b y  n a m e
a n d  o rg a n i z a t i o n  o n l y )  a t  w w w. m o u n t m o r i a h c e m e t e r y o f n e w j e r s e y. o rg  .
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JGSCO Annual  Program Schedule

Tuesday,  Sept .  19 Repor t  on  Summer  Jewish  Genea logy  Con ference  in  NYC  w i th
Anne Fendrich,  Sandra Greenberg,  and Ellen Shindelman Kowitt
Congregation Emanuel,  6:30 pm

Sunday,  Oct .  15 DNA Tes t ing  and  Jewish  Genealogy  wi th  Bern ie  Sp i lka
B'Nai  Havurah,  1:30 pm

Tuesday,  Nov.  14 In terv iewing  Techniques  wi th  Toni  Biens tock
Congregation Emanuel,  6:30 pm

Sunday,  Dec .  17 Program To Be Announced
B'Nai  Havurah,  1:30 pm

Tuesday,  Jan .  9 Uti l i z ing  the  Stephen  Morse  Web  S i te  wi th  Ter ry  Lasky
Congregation Emanuel,  6:30 pm

Sunday,  Feb.  11 What 's  New on JewishGen  wi th  El len Shindelman Kowit t
B'Nai  Havurah,  1:30 pm

Tuesday,  Mar.  13 Q&A About  Fami ly  Tree  Maker  wi th  Ed  Richard
Congregation Emanuel,  6:30 pm

Sunday,  Apr.  15 Beg inner  Workshop
Congregation Emanuel ,  1-5 pm

Tuesday,  May  8 Photo  Res tora t ion /Preserva t ion  wi th  Alan  Gass
Congregation Emanuel,  6:30 pm

Sunday,  June 10 Pane l  Discuss ion  on  Fami ly  and  Persona l  His tor i e s
B'Nai  Havurah,  1:30 pm

July  15-20 ,  2007 27 th  IAJGS  Con fe rence  on  Jew i sh  Genea logy
Salt  Lake City Hilton

Other  Upcoming  Co lorado  Events

Sunday,  Sept .  10 "Hidden Jewish  Her i tage :  Explor ing  a  Path  to  Return"  A one-day
symposium sponsored by B’nai  Sephardim of  Colorado -  FREE
Radisson Hotel  Denver  Southes t ,  8 :00 am -  5 :00 pm -  For  more
 information and to register  onl ine,  go to www.somosjudios.org/ .

Monday,  Sept .  11 “Ancestry Today” with Beau Sharbrough:A talk about  Ancestry.com
content:   What is  online,  how to use i t  and what’s  new within the last
few months.  Free.   Chris t  the King Lutheran Church,  7:00 pm

Tuesday,  Sept .  12 "A Day With Beau Sharbrough" -  $20 for  non-members
Chris t  the  King Lutheran Church,  10 a .m.  -  4  p .m.

Friday,  Sept .  29 "Stand Up for Humanity" — 65th Annual BABI YAR Memorial
Dr.  David Shneer  wil l  be  the keynote  speaker  a t  this  program
honoring the memory of  those who perished at  Babi  Yar in Kiev,
Ukraine in  1941.  www.mizelmuseum.org or  cal l  303-394-9993 x.  4
 Babi  Yar  Park,  Havanna and Yale ,  11 a .m.
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Congratulations to JGSCO member and treasurer Terry Lasky
for being named to the inaugural 2006 JewishGen

Mila Begun Volunteer Wall of Honor!

The first 26 recognized volunteers were unveiled during the IAJGS
conference in NYC.  Rosanne Leeson and Paula Zieselman of ROM-
SIG recommended Terry stating:

"Terry Lasky has taken it upon himself to personally telephone the
librarian at New York University to obtain her approval to send rare
microfilm, owned by them, of Russian language newpapers that
contained the Duma voting lists from Bessarabia. He arranged to have
these films sent, without charge, to his own library in Denver, where
he laboriously copied all of the relevant lists from these papers, to
help  create the spreadsheets that were used to add more that 128,000
records to our All-Romania database, and for which project he acted
as the Coordinator. A truly exceptional effort! He has also volunteered
as a Project Coordinator for Romanian Yizkor Books."


