Unveiling

every
secret
in the

cemetery

Within a few weeks, Terry
Laskey will have stood before each
and every one of those graves.

Laskey, 62, has become a famil-
iar figure at Rose Hill. For almost
two years, the retired database
architect with Martin Marietta has
been a regular visitor to the Com-
merce City Jewish cemetery.

In all kinds of weather, with his
clipboard and digital camera in
hand, he has been making patient
and methodical surveys of thou-
sands of tombstones. Sometimes he
photographs them; sometimes he
writes down their inscriptions;
sometimes, if the lettering is bad-
ly worn, he’ll try to read what
they say by feel, running his fin-
gers over the rough surface of the
stone.

He was doing precisely those
things on a recent chilly and windy
February afternoon, when he was
just about the only person at the
sprawling cemetery. As he walked
between streets and alleys of the

Terry Laskey on his genealogical mission to record every criti-
cal datum from every gravestone at Rose Hill Cemetery.

Laskey says. Rather, it stems from
his passion for genealogy, a pursuit
that has become almost a full-
time job for him and which, he
admits, is one of the reasons he opt-
ed to retire early.

As a member of the Jewish|
Genealogical Society of Colorado,
Laskey is collecting data that will
provide invaluable informatio
for genealogists and those inter
ested in tracing their family trees
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